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. _' PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS, TOR 1952 : . 
FLORIDA jot od - gt : 
If FLORIDA Sathienid carry out their present plans ‘for 1952, the acreage to be 
planted in fiold crops will be slightly above 1951, The 1, 135,700 acres indica tcd 
as a total to be planted in corn, oats, poanuts, tobacco, nidet ‘and Irish potatoes 
and hay is 3 percent above tho 1 9104, 300 acres planced in 1951 but 8 percent less 
than l0eyear average of 1,236, 900 ' acres, The slight increase in acreage over last 
year is due to larger acreages of oats, potatoes, sweetpotatoes and flucecured to- 
bacco, Declines from 1951 acreages are planned for peanuts, shade tobacco and all 
hay, The prospective acreage of corn igs the sane as the 606,000 acres planted in 
1951. Pcanuts planted alone for all purposes are forecast at 195,000 acres, cone 
pared with 201,000 acres for 1951, Shade tobacco growers in the Georgia-Plorida area 
report intentions +o set. 5,100 acres in 1952,’ 100 acres less than 1951. Cotton, 
which ‘is no longer under acreage control, id not included in ‘this report but tho goal 
acreage is 14 percent above the Wsl acreage, 


i Seoding. of spring crops was reported as progressing favorably under generally 
good, weather conditions, Planting of corn is well advanced ‘in some areas while trans 
planting of bright leaf tobaéco plants from plant beds to ftclds is making fair 
Progress, Shade tobacco is being set out bat thore is gone blue mold in bedse 
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Farners! plans for the: 1962 crop: scason “Tndsonté: felatively small changes from 
1951 acreages, The 271,8 million acres indicatéd as, a total of the 16 crops now 
estimated in March, is about a million acres less thah in 1951, For individual 
crops, however, the tendency: is to shift: from crops of high labor requirements to 
those of a less intensive nature, Weather ditring the’ spring planting season is al» 
ways a major factor in changes in plans, . Other. pi oan! changes may result from 
the Department's production program,’ when, all, the, goals and. allotments receive -the 
individual’ farmors' consideration, Spring activities werd ‘nos tly at the usual stages 
on March 1. Soil moisture is generally satisfactory, although in-part of the South- 
west B is only temporarily: adequate. Irrigation water supplies generally promises 
to be the best in recent years. Reports fron farmers show:a genéral concorn. over. 
farm labor pine and this epeags to. be. a limiting factor in BAane for isis way 
operations. ; a ; 
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“A limiting factor in the agreag 20. available, for i othasrte crops is rf dete 
large “acreagor-sown to'winter wheat last fall and of which little has been abandoned 
“to date,’ Cotton acreage:is not: covered An current reports bit farmers,. but the goal, 
acreage is about the same as the large 1951' “acreage. Farmers: indicate a strong. des. 
sire to retain and increase their hay and grassland acreage and to shift to’ less 
intensive types of farming. ..Qurront plans indicate decreases from 1951 acreages of 


~~ ‘spring ‘wheat, mostly durun,.of barley, flax, all sorghuns, peanuts grown alonc, oY 


beans and peas. Largo increases are indicated for oats, soybeans and hay. Change 
from 1951 acreages of corn,-rice, potatoes, ‘swoatpotatoes, - Lila sia ye Sugar a 
are likely to be rolatavely angus ee 


Acreages.- of the principal crops to BS planted: or grown in 1952 aro likely to 
total over 3614 million acres, allowing for-nunerous crops not yet surveyed, Such 
‘nm total would be less. thon a million, acres smallor 4 than in’ 1961, and execoded' only 
5 times since the 1929-33 period of record acreages: | It’ is smaller than last year 
‘ partly because there will be less abandoned, winter wheat acreago available for re- 
planting to ‘spring -crops aid partly ‘because ‘of more’: grasslands, Littlo Soeeaernt is 
expected to ier idlogus : . 


.The acreage in ati seeds sg ZL1 be Little chansed from 1951 in total, -but.thero | 
will bo componsating shifts. Tlax acreage ‘will be wreducod in virtually .all States, 
the chief exception being in ‘Texas, The acreage of peanuts grown alone -mnay be.re= 
duced 435, 000 acres, or: about a sixth, with roductfons. in practically every State. | 
On tho othor hand, incrtases tin soybeans grown alohe, ‘in nost important States ox 
cept Iowa and. the Zast North Central States, . result in a net’ increase of 4 Pe reene 


or 619,000 Acres: ovor 1951,.to a ty record ACTOBZ», ‘e ' 
Seeahes enalt acreage of motatnoe is in peohceow nbs 000 acres Leds Shan in 1951, 

A slight increase in swectpotatoes is expected, Aereage doclines of 7 percont for 
dry beans and 17 percent ‘for dry peas are now indicated, Sugar bect acreage will be 
slightly smaller than last yoar, The acreage in tobac.so will be about 1 percent 
laygor. No estimates are tade for cowpeas in this roport, wehugi ng to 16 the number 
of CTGus now covered, § Be. ‘ xt ' » OM 

i “CORN 4 The 1952 plantod, acreage ate corn is dxpocted to be 83, 938,000 ¢ acres, 
according to farmers! roportod intentions as of Ma arch ls This-is only slightly above 
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